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1. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

 

1.1. PURPOSE OF THE STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND 

 A Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) is a written statement produced as part of 

the application process for an application for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) 

and is prepared jointly by the applicant and another party. A SoCG sets out the 

matters of agreement between both parties, matters where there is not agreement 

and matters which are under discussion.  

 In this regard paragraph 58 of the Department for Communities and Local 

Government’s guidance entitled “Planning Act 2008: examination of applications for 

development consent” (26 March 2015) hereafter referred to as DCLG Guidance) 

describes a SoCG as follows:  

“A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by the 

applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which they 

agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it is also 

useful if a statement identifies those areas where agreement has not been 

reached. The statement should include references to show where those matters 

are dealt with in the written representations or other documentary evidence.” 

 The aim of a SoCG is to assist the Examining Authority to manage the examination 

of an application for a DCO by providing an understanding of the status of matters at 

hand and allowing the Examining Authority to focus their questioning. The effective 

use of SoCG is expected to lead to a more efficient examination process.  

 A SoCG may be submitted prior to the start or during an Examination and updated 

as necessary or as requested during an Examination.  

1.2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

 AQUIND Limited (‘the Applicant’) submitted an application for the AQUIND 

Interconnector Order (the 'Order') pursuant to Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 

(as amended) (the ‘PA2008’) to the Secretary of State (‘SoS’) on 14 November 2019 

(the 'Application').  

 The Application seeks development consent for those elements of AQUIND 

Interconnector (the ‘Project’) located in the UK and the UK Marine Area (the 

'Proposed Development'). 
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 The Project is a new 2,000 MW subsea and underground High Voltage Direct Current 

(‘HVDC’) bi-directional electric power transmission link between the South Coast of 

England and Normandy in France. By linking the British and French electric power 

grids it will make energy markets more efficient, improve security of supply and 

enable greater flexibility as power grids evolve to adapt to different sources of 

renewable energy and changes in demand trends such as the development of electric 

vehicles. The Project will have the capacity to transmit up to 16,000,000 MWh of 

electricity per annum, which equates to approximately 5 % and 3 % of the total 

consumption of the UK and France respectively. 

 The Proposed Development includes:  

 HVDC Marine Cables from the boundary of the UK Exclusive Economic Zone to 

the UK at Eastney in Portsmouth; 

 Jointing of the HVDC Marine Cables and HVDC Onshore Cables;  

 HVDC Onshore Cables; 

 A Converter Station and associated electrical and telecommunications 

infrastructure;  

 High Voltage Alternating Current (‘HVAC’) Onshore Cables and associated 

infrastructure connecting the Converter Station to the Great Britain electrical 

transmission network, the National Grid, at Lovedean Substation; and 

 Smaller diameter Fibre Optic Cables to be installed together with the HVDC and 

HVAC Cables and associated infrastructure. 

1.3. THIS STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND AND THE ROLE OF 

SDNPA 

 This SoCG has been prepared jointly by the Applicant and the South Downs National 

Park Authority (‘SDNPA’) to reflect the final positions of the Parties at Deadline 8. 

This is an update of the drafts issued at deadlines 1 (REP1-121), 3 (REP3-009), 5 

(REP5-026) and 7 (REP7-051). A summary of the changes made to this updated 

draft SoCG is contained in the Schedule of Changes submitted at Deadline 8. It has 

been prepared in accordance with the DCLG Guidance and precedent examples of 

SoCG available on the Planning Inspectorate’s (‘PINS’) website.  

 The SDNPA is interested in the Proposed Development in its role as the National 

Park Authority for the South Downs National Park (‘SDNP’). While no part of the 

Proposed Development is located within the National Park, the proposed Converter 

Station (Option B(i), which is the closer of the two options) is surrounded by the 

National Park on three sides and is located approximately 180 m from the National 

Park boundary at its closest point. The proposed landscaping and vehicular entrance 

is directly adjacent to the National Park boundary.  
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 The SDNPA will be a consultee in relation to requirements as specified within the 

DCO should development consent be granted for the Proposed Development.  

 For the purpose of this SoCG the Applicant and the SDNPA will be jointly referred to 

as the ‘Parties’.  

 During the course of the examination various matters have been subject to ongoing 

discussion between the Parties.  As this represents a final agreed SoCG to be 

submitted at Deadline 8, as per the Examination timetable all matters are now 

recorded as ‘agreed’ or ‘not agreed’.  
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3. SUMMARY OF TOPICS COVERED BY 

THE STATEMENT OF COMMON 

GROUND 

 

3.1. TOPICS COVERED IN THE STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND  

 The following topics discussed between the Applicant and SDNPA are discussed in 

this SoCG: 

 Planning policy 

 Needs Case for the Proposed Development 

 Landscape and visual amenity including dark skies 

 Cumulative effects  

 Onshore Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan (‘Onshore 

Outline CEMP’) 

 Draft DCO (including requirements to the draft DCO) 

 Alternatives  

 For the avoidance of doubt, matters not covered in this SoCG have not been 

discussed between the Parties as they have not been raised by the SDNPA during 

the consultation undertaken to date between the Parties. 
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Ref. Description 

of matter 

Current Position RAG 

New woodland, tree and hedgerow planting, within existing areas identified as affected by Ash Dieback, will be introduced within the Order Limits to replace 
diseased trees where replacement planting will provide appropriate screening from sensitive receptors, enhance landscape character, increase landscape 
and ecological connectivity and improve biodiversity. Ongoing management of the decline of ash trees will be carried out to encourage natural regeneration, 
and ensure the identification and implementation of further replacement planting as required. Management will include selective felling where necessary as 
well as the retention of a proportion of standing deadwood for biodiversity reasons. 

 

Day Lane Design Principle: 

 

When designing passing bays measures will be taken to retain Day Lane’s rural character by not introducing additional signage, road markings, kerbs or 
lighting. 

 
The addition of these two new design principles is welcomed and supported by the SDNPA.  

 

 

In relation to the colours to be used to the Convertor Station the Applicant has included the following revised wording for Building Design Principle 3 in the 

updated Design and Access Statement at Deadline 7 (REP7-021):  

 

3. Colours will be selected from a palette of contextual colours (which are primarily dark recessive colours) within the ranges below chosen to complement 

the surrounding landscape. A contextual study will be undertaken to review the colour ratios for each elevation from the below colour range.  The roofing will 

be in a dark recessive non-reflective colour to minimise visual impact.  

 

RAL 8022; 6009; 8019; 6015; 6020; 6014; 7022; 7013; 8025; 6003; 1020; & 

RAL 8015; 8012; 7008; 6011; 7040; 1002; 1014; 7035 

The SDNPA is in agreement with this.  

 

 

SDNPA has suggested revisions to wording in the DAS paragraph 4.3.9.6 to state: 

 

Comment: (SDNPA) felt the range of agreed colours set out in the latest revision of the ‘Contextual Elevation Study’ (dated 27.11.20) was not sufficiently 

broad enough to be able to be used to mitigate the proposals. Whilst accepting that the lower levels of the building do need the darker, more recessive 

appearance SDNPA requested that a wider colour range be adopted to ensure flexibility in choosing a suitable colour treatment where the built form is set 

against the sky, incorporating the paler colours, if deemed to be appropriate, identified in the previous iteration (24.11.20). 

 

The Applicant has agreed that the revised wording will be included in an updated version of the DAS to be submitted at Deadline 8 and this matter is agreed. 

 

 

 

















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

 

 
 




